
Archaeology & Preservation  

the 

Prince William County Way 

 

 
FORUM 2014: A KEYSTONE CONNECTION 

NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF PRESERVATION COMMISSIONS FORUM 

JULY 17 - 20, 2014 

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

Justin S. Patton  

County Archaeologist 

Prince William County, Virginia  

703-792-5729 jspatton@pwcgov.org 



Cultural Resources 
VDHR DSS Data 

• 1,641 architectural 

• 1,954 archaeology 

• 41 NRHP/VLR 

properties 

• 8 Civil War 

Battlefields 

 

National Heritage Area 

• Journey Through 

Hallowed Ground 

Prince William Sites 

• 57 County Registered 

Historic sites 

• Buckland Historic 

Overlay District 

• Two Historical 

Planning Areas 

 

• 431+ Cemeteries 



Prince William County 
• Comprehensive Plan 

– Rezoning, SUP, CPA reviews for consistency 
with Plan 

– Local Listing or Register 

– Historical Commissions 

– NRHP 

• Zoning Ordinances 

– Land Development Application 

– Historic Overlay Districts - ARB 

– Cemetery Preservation 

– Permits 

• Historic Preservation Division 



Comprehensive Plan 

• Guides location, character, 

and extent of proposed or 

anticipated land use, 

including public facilities.    

• Guides land use development 

decisions made by Planning 

Commissions and the Board 

of County Supervisors 

• Incorporates 2030 futures 

statement  

Plans & Ordinances 

Zoning Ordinance 

• Submission requirements 

• Historic Overlay Districts 

• Cemetery Preservation 



Cultural Resource Policies 
1. Identify the significant cultural resources in the County 

2. Protect and preserve cultural resources that are important for 

documenting or demonstrating the prehistory or history of the 

county 

3. Enhance the awareness of Prince William County’s history and the 

importance of the County in the historical development of the 

Commonwealth of Virginia and the United States 

4. Encourage preservation of the County's most significant historic 

properties through use of the County Registered Historic Site 

(CRHS) classification. 

5. Identify and preserve known (but ill-defined) or expected prehistoric 

or historic resources through the application of standard 

archaeological modeling methods, reconnaissance level surveys, 

and use of appropriate maps and other documents. 

6. Preserve, protect, and maintain known or discoverable cemeteries 

and gravesites, whether marked or unmarked. 



CR-POLICY 1:  

Identify significant cultural resources 

• Require PH I cultural resource studies. 

• Conducted by CPA, REZ, and SUP applicants 

• Where appropriate require PH II Evaluation and 

Treatment Plans 

• Meet VDHR, SOI, ACHP and County standards 

Action Strategy 1.5 

Action Strategy 2.7 

• Require PH I, II and III cultural resource studies  

• Require artifact curation 



Public Information 

 
2012 Comprehensive Plan 

• County Register of 

Historic Sites 

• Historic Sensitive Areas 

• Prehistoric Sensitive 

Areas 

Restricted Information 

• Archaeology Site 

• Architectural Site  

• 8 Battlefields 

• 41 NRHP 

• 431 + Cemeteries 



Cultural 

Resources 

Assessment 

and        

Record Check 

INITIATION 



REZONING/SUP/CPA 
• County Archaeologist Approval of SOW 

• Submit PH I Cultural Resources Survey 

with Application 

• Conduct Additional Studies During 

Application Review, or 

• Proffer or Condition 

– PH II and Mitigation Plan 

– Curation 

– Interpretation 

• Is there potential for 106 initiation 



Triggers & Site Plan Review 
• County Archaeologist Approval of SOW 

• Preliminary Plan or 1st Site Plan or 1st Permit  
– PH I 

– PH II 

– Mitigation Plan 

• Section 106? - Proffered 

– Consultation 

– Mitigation Plan 

– Completion of Stipulations 

– Curation 

• Site Plan Approval – Proffered 



Flying Cemeteries 

What we don’t want!! 



Cemetery Preservation 

• Section. 32-250.110.  Preservation of 
Existing Cemeteries 

• Requires 
– Identification of caretaker. 

Archaeological delineation of burials 

– 25 foot buffer 

– Slopes less than 3:1 (no flying cemeteries) 

– Fence 



Cemetery Delineation Review 

• County Archaeologist Approval of SOW 

• VDHR Burial Permit? 

• Submit Report With First Site Plan 

Submission.\ 

• Approval No Later that Site Plan Approval 



The End 
 


