Archaeology:
AR Introguction
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Atchacology befined

< JArchaeology,'s IS! the-' science-; that
Studies-Fhuman, Feulture -fthreughl, "the
recovery, / documentation; analysis

and = Interpretaton off = material
remains-+ and enviranmental- | “data
Including architecture, artifacts;

features, ' biofacts:; and flandscapes

'
~



X The ultimate .goal of the study:of
archaeology)is to add tothe
understanding, of World History:
Eacharchaeologist:should
contribute 40 one way or anether to
the-cemprehension of our .collective
human, histary.

X Because-of, this,-archaeologists have
an‘awesaome set-of responsinilities,
peginning with the sresponsibility 1o
Interpret-the }data-they recover (o
the-best af-their-abitities. {T-hey must
comply 'with state, federal-and
International laws, They;must
consider the effects-of their
Interpretations on the people and
places they,study; and they,must
consider the .environmental impact
ofithe -processes-that they,do on:.the
world-at large:
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What We Do

Xt Jistimportant; | < to remember ; that - we hever
excavate - without'| ~a reason, . If 7 a site- IS not
endangered : ©or; there-1 1St nothing - we- could
possibly ' flearn, 'from, 'the-Isite-‘then, ' «t laest < to
leave-iitsalone-:

X2 Much ' ofi the- archaealogy|’ s conducted: Fin | the
region,” Is: n-Sa:l-'vag.e h.ae'ol obnhsuto
means-: I« IS’ done. before-' the- Site IS
destreyed . Information. " IS extracted : . and
studied: "hefore-11 4t 0 late-.

X Also we'  conduct research oriented
archaeology,~ This IS’ done in; order, to
answer ; specific - guestions'- about - al site-'ory a
culture -




What We Do
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Source: Slave Trail Comm
Qverlay by Odell Associat

4 Proposed additional sites on il Slave traders & auction houses,
Current sites on the Slave Trail W tne sjave Trail 1819 - 1865 (Kambourian Map)




X After the first research is done,

Flelawoik . .

archaeologists conduct a survey to

look for archaeological

sites. Archaeologists know that sites
are more likely to be located in certain
areas. Fornon-ur ban sites
important to consider where you might
want to live if you were setting up

camp.

Would you want to be close to water?

Would you prefer to sleep on a sloping
hillside or in a flat meadow?

Would you rather be at the top of a
mountain where the winds blow the
hardest or at the base of a mountain
where you are sheltered from wind?
What other factors are important?




X

ihe first step-in finding' a
Site, alter-theproper
research,Isicomplete, 1S to
test in the area-to identify
SoIl anomalies, recover
artifacts;-or.look for any
other evidence-that humans
may have -occupied-the area
IN the -past.

@Once a potentially significant
Site-Is-located-agrid must be
established in order to
properly,test the site in-a
methaodicatl-fashion.




Fleladwork

X o@noe the- grid s in’ place: we . F
ChOoO0Se-areas 'to excavate - \where o
artifacts and other / factors
iIndicate -© n-a. C' ity vall-teya sop
places- where-iwe may be ableito
recover ; important, |+ infermation
about « the-' inhabitants -+ ofi the
Site-.

Xt JisTimportant;| «to ' excavate - very
carefully,’ s and I systematically| |’ 2 in
order . to n e atbeo soil fand ' so
that -we- can be certain, we- Know
where - the-artifacts:-— came- from, .

Xt JIS important, + to Keep ' track < of
the- artifacts- and ' where- they
come- from,. We bag them, in a
Very'  specific = way sbased 'on ' test
unit +and ‘level .



Artifacts

We then, swash, fand fidentify, s the-artifacts:
hen rconduct fsanalysis-tofithe-rartifacts: by :
type, location, = and Fany  other Jfactor ;that Functon n % of total

may /help rustunderstand!: 'the-'site-. Activities 94 1.64

Architectural 1387 24.18

e e ° ee P Arms & Ammunition 13 0.23

Clothing 67 1.17

Domestic 3273 57.05
Floral/Faunal 477 8.31
Furnishings 13 0.23
Miscellaneous 20 0.35
Personal 139 2.42
Prehistoric 16 0.28
Transportation 4 0.07
Unknown 215 3.75

Utilities 19 0.33



lnterpretation & Reporting:

This may be the most important and
difficult part of the process. To
actually interpret in writing what

you have seen on the ground and in
the lab is crucial to helping others
see your work and ensure that the
fieldwork was not done in vain. This
can be in the form of a technical
report or as a scholarly paper. The
important part is to let others know
what you have found.

THUNDERBIRD ARCHEOLOGICAL
ASSOCIATES, INCORPORATED

PHASE T ARCHEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION OF THE
CIRCA 140 ACRE ROUSE PROPERTY,
LOUDOUN COUNTY, VIRGINIA
by

William M. Gardner, Kimberly A. Snyder and Gwen J. Hurst

May 2002
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