
Archaeology: 
An Introduction  



Archaeology Defined 

 

×Archaeology  is the  science  that  
studies  human  culture  through  the  
recovery,  documentation,  analysis  
and  interpretation  of  material  
remains  and  environmental  data  
including  architecture,  artifacts,  
features,  biofacts , and  landscapes . 
 
 
 



 

× The ultimate goal of the study of 
archaeology is to add to the 
understanding of World History. 
Each archaeologist should 
contribute in one way or another to 
the comprehension of our collective 
human history.  
 

×Because of this, archaeologists have 
an awesome set of responsibilities, 
beginning with the responsibility to 
interpret the data they recover to 
the best of their abilities. They must 
comply with state, federal, and 
international laws. They must 
consider the effects of their 
interpretations on the people and 
places they study, and they must 
consider the environmental impact 
of the processes that they do on the 
world at large.   

Why We Do Archaeology 



What We Do 
 

× The archaeologist gathers information  
Å by reading,  
Å by survey,  
Å by excavation,  
Å by laboratory analysis, and  
Å by oral history 
and then synthesizes that information into a 
story about the past. Archaeology is among 
the most exciting, difficult, and sometimes 
dull occupations on the planet.  

 
 
 
 



What We Do 

× It  is  important  to  remember  that  we  never  
excavate  without  a reason .  If  a site  is not  
endangered  or  there  is nothing  we  could  
possibly  learn  from  the  site  then  itôs best  to  
leave  it  alone . 

 

×Much  of  the  archaeology  conducted  in  the  
region  is ñsalvage archaeologyò.  That  
means  it  is  done  before  the  site  is 
destroyed .  Information  is extracted  and  
studied  before  itôs too  late . 

 

×Also  we  conduct  research  oriented  
archaeology .  This  is done  in  order  to  
answer  specific  questions  about  a site  or  a 
culture . 

 



What We Do 



Fieldwork 
×After the first research is done, 

archaeologists conduct a survey to 
look for archaeological 
sites.   Archaeologists know that sites 
are more likely to be located in certain 
areas.  For non -urban sites itôs 
important to consider where you might 
want to live if you were setting up 
camp.  

 

 Would you want to be close to water?  

 Would you prefer to sleep on a sloping 
hillside or in a flat meadow?  

 Would you rather be at the top of a 
mountain where the winds blow the 
hardest or at the base of a mountain 
where you are sheltered from wind? 
What other factors are important?  

  



 

× The first step in finding a 
site, after the proper 
research is complete, is to 
test in the area to identify 
soil anomalies, recover 
artifacts, or look for any 
other evidence that humans 
may have occupied the area 
in the past.  

 

×Once a potentially significant 
site is located a grid must be 
established in order to 
properly test the site in a 
methodical fashion.  
 
 

 

 

Fieldwork 



Fieldwork 
×Once  the  grid  is in  place  we  

choose  areas  to  excavate  where  
artifacts  and  other  factors  
indicate  ñactivity areasò or  
places  where  we  may  be  able  to  
recover  important  information  
about  the  inhabitants  of  the  
site . 
 

× It  is  important  to  excavate  very  
carefully  and  systematically  in  
order  to  ñreadò the  soil  and  so 
that  we  can  be  certain  we  know  
where  the  artifacts  came  from . 
 

× It  is  important  to  keep  track  of  
the  artifacts  and  where  they  
come  from .  We bag  them  in  a 
very  specific  way  based  on  test  
unit  and  level . 

 

 



×We then  wash  and  identify  the  artifacts .  
Then  conduct  analysis  of  the  artifacts  by  
type,  location,  and  any  other  factor  that  
may  help  us understand  the  site . 

 

Artifacts 

Function n            % of total 

Activities 94 1.64 

Architectural 1387 24.18 

Arms & Ammunition 13 0.23 

Clothing 67 1.17 

Domestic 3273 57.05 

Floral/Faunal 477 8.31 

Furnishings 13 0.23 

Miscellaneous 20 0.35 

Personal 139 2.42 

Prehistoric 16 0.28 

Transportation 4 0.07 

Unknown 215 3.75 

Utilities 19 0.33 



Interpretation & Reporting  

This may be the most important and 
difficult part of the process. To 
actually interpret in writing what 
you have seen on the ground and in 
the lab is crucial to helping others 
see your work and ensure that the 
fieldwork was not done in vain. This 
can be in the form of a technical 
report or as a scholarly paper. The 
important part is to let others know 
what you have found.  



Conclusion 


